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Topics in gastroenterology 12 D P Jewell and P R Gibson (Pp. 317; illustrated; £27.50.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1985 . This is a further volume in the now familiar written version of the annual Oxford Gastroenterology Course. It must be quite difficult to produce 20 or so separate lectures each year without frequent repetition, but this has been done, as it has in the past, by mixing together a number of different topics, and getting several speakers to talk on aspects of each. These contributions may not always translate well from the spoken to the written version, but 1984 was obviously a good year for the course in this respect, and the relatively speedy publication of this book ensures that the chapters are fairly well up to date.
Five general topics are covered, alcohol, and the digestive system; the pancreas; ulcerative colitis; mucosal defence mechanisms; and irritable bowel syndrome. The authors of all the chapters are well known in their respective fields, and the standard of presentation is uniformly high. Different readers will go first to different sections, depending on their own particular interests, and there is really little to choose between these as there are no really poor contributions anywhere. Perhaps the most interesting new ideas are contained in the chapters on gastric mucosal barrier by Les Turnberg, on gastrointestinal mucus by Professor Allan and his colleagues, and on gastrointestinal gas (Nick Read) and dietary studies in the irritable bowel syndrome (by John Hunter and his colleagues in Cambridge). There is a superb chapter on the pathology of alcoholic liver disease by Professor McGee.
Although the Topics in Gastroenterology books are to some extent ephemeral, as subjects are chosen for their topicality as well as for their general interest, there is a great deal in this book to satisfy the general reader, and much which will survive and remain of value for the browsing reader for a number of years to come. At £27.50 for 317 pages on good paper and in hard covers this book is not too expensive, and certainly every hospital's library should have one. 
